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The mission of the Family Care Council Florida is to advocate, educate, and empower individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, partnering with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, to bring quality services to individuals for dignity and choice.

I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chair Millan called the meeting to order.  She provided a FCC Governor Appointment member roster and asked each representative to review for accuracy.  She asked if any information is different to please note on the document.  She provided a current list of FCC accomplishments for 2004/2005.  She has not received current information on some districts.  She asked those in attendance to review the document, note accomplishments if not listed, and return to her.  This is for the annual year end report.  She also provided a FCC member contact list and asked for updates, if any, and return to her.  She asked that everyone complete the meeting evaluation survey prior to leaving the meeting.  
Packet Review - Documents in the packet of information include:
· FCC Budget information

· Calendar of upcoming conferences – from website

· Bridges report

· 2006 Governor’s Race – Meet the Candidates

· List of legislative 2006 term expirations

· BOSS manual

Chair Millan asked for introductions and district updates.

Joy Frazier, District 1 shared they are currently working on getting reorganized.  APD district personnel including their program administrator will speak on supported living and employment and offer district updates at there next meeting.  Eileen O’Brien will be their special guest. 

Sheryl Soukup, District 8 shared they will be meeting next week to vote on officers and building their budget for current fiscal year.  There focus is on strengthening their satellite groups and continuing to provide outreach to their families in five counties.  They moved their office to a location where they receive free rent and have more space.  

Betty Kay Clements, District 13 shared they just had a meeting this week.  One of their legislators, Senator Nancy Argenziano has volunteered to help them sponsor a forum where they will meet their legislators.  They plan on dividing their counties into east and west resulting in 2 separate meetings.  This will give families an opportunity to speak directly to the legislators with the hopes of educating them on the issues of importance.  Every other month they will be moving their meeting to a different county in hopes of reaching more consumers and families.  They are also working on their budget and family support plan. 

Beverley DeStories, Suncoast Region 5 shared they are dealing with some internal issues like definition of individual needs and associate member status.  They have been approached by young families in Pasco County who would like FCC to begin holding some meetings in their area.  A future goal is how to rebuild their Family Care Council.  They have several veteran members who will be rotating off the council that will need to be replaced.  They want to reach out to the younger families and encourage them to become members.  

John Stone, District 2 shared he just became their chairperson last week.  As a result they are focusing now on a transition phase.  He introduced Wynona Holt, their new vice chairperson.  In the past few months they have been trying to coordinate with county schools and some other agencies in the area to work on transitional living with regards specifically in trying to broaden the scope by bringing more participation into IEP meetings for students aged 14 and up.  Currently their council is quite small so they will be increasing their efforts in bringing on new membership.  They are working on creating their agenda and budget for the current fiscal year.
Pete Wesley, District 14 shared they are primarily working with other agencies in their area to sponsor a mini-version of Family Café in their district which is being planned for next spring because so many families are unable to attend Family Café.  

Maryellen Jones, District 9 shared they are working on several things which includes developing a siblings workshop to take place in September.  Since they are a small group they have been working with other groups such as United Way and the school district.  They are working on their second transition conference with United Way titled STARS – Started Transition, Achieving Success.  They consider transition to begin at kindergarten age.  They will have 3 different sessions, one for ages 3 – 14, another ages 14 – 22 and last for 22 and above.  They have found the need to go back and teach transition to individuals who are out of school physically but never got the services to make them successful.  Other groups helping with the project are FND and Parent to Parent.  She and the FCC vice chair are both on the school district’s transition task force.  
Bob Wessels, District 10 shared their council doesn’t meet in July so next meeting will be in August.  Their council consists of 13 members which includes 2 consumers.  They are fortunate to have the best FCC liaison in the state of Florida.  She fully supports the council’s endeavors and efforts and is a pleasure to work with.  They’re in the process of revising their by-laws.  They are re-defining associate memberships.  In October they will be holding their first conference in conjunction with a non-profit organization titled Living Inclusive for Everyone.  It will focus on supported employment and supported living opportunities.  They have received their new brochures and working on distributing them.  It will include a postcard asking for contact information in hopes of building up their mailing list.  He is working on developing the district 10 website.
Edith Kegle, District 12 shared they just completed a large informational mailing to about 1300 consumers/families in their district which included a postcard to return with contact information.  They did receive some back but not what she had hoped for.  The packet included the FCCFlorida brochure, celebrate employment booklet and a letter.  She is hoping this will inspire people to join FCC.  They are currently working on updating their by-laws.  Their next meeting will be in August.  They are working on collaborating with other groups.
Yolanda Herrera, District 11 shared they are working on a conference where they are reaching out to families who live in the Florida Keys.  Their council is very involved with the Consumer Directed Care issues.  They continue to be very much involved in transition and the school system.  Because of their FCC member experience, they are very strong at school level.  They currently have 9 active members.  They are working closely with interested people to determine if they are really committed to the FCC before asking them to apply for membership.  She shared their APD district program administrator will be leaving next month.  They have a good working relationship with their district office.  

Donna Rauber, District 7 shared that Rob Holl is officially our latest FCC member as he was just appointed by the Governor.  He is currently FCC vice chairperson and will be a great asset to our council.  They elected officers last month and have just about completed their family support plan.  She shared their district FCC liaison is also the area quality leader for the Real Choice Grant.  She has invited three FCC members to participate in the steering committee, one self advocate and 2 parents.  

Chair Millan introduced the council’s APD Liaison, Wilma Lefler and guest Melinda Coulter from APD.  She also introduced her husband, Bob Millan.  She announced the “Walk on the Moon” awards.  She presented one to Bob Millan for his ongoing assistance and one to Edith Kegle for her efforts in producing a mailing to their district families.  

FCCFlorida Updates – Chair Millan shared the need to submit district family support plans to Wilma which is a requirement in our FCC statute.  Also, each district must submit a budget as it’s important the APD know our plans for using FCC funding dollars.  She shared the FCCFlorida council is not asking each district to increase their donation this year as was done last year.  She did share that Suncoast Region 5 planning committee did vote to donate a portion of the budget over the $500 to FCCFlorida.  She will discuss further under Treasurer’s report.
Conferences attended - Chair Millan shared ARC conference was a huge success.  She indicated at least 25% in attendance were consumers. The conference provided all those in attendance with a variety of informational sessions.  She asked how many attended Family CAFÉ.  Family Care Councils were very well represented.  She attended the Florida Association of Rehabilitative Facilities (FARF) in Daytona Beach.  She shared their meetings are one of the best she attends because they always provide presentations on current issues of importance.  Their quarterly meetings are held at various locations around the state.  She encouraged members to attend their meetings.  She represented the FCCFlorida at the Bridges, Family to Family Grant conference in Jacksonville.  

Upcoming Meetings – The Blue Ribbon Task Force is now meeting on a regular basis.  Chair Millan advised FCCFlorida needs to be represented at these meetings.  Chair Millan will be attending the National Alliance for Full Participation Summit in Washington D.C. in September.  The FDDC council will be taking the Blue Ribbon Task Force paper to the Alliance to share what Florida is doing.  Chair Millan is on a committee for BLN (Business Leadership Network). There is a BLN in Miami and also one in the Big Bend.  They will be giving the Celebrate Employment awards on October 13th at 10:00.  FARF’s annual meeting in Tampa is September 14th - 16th.  They will be having a big consumer rally at this event.  The Florida APSE conference in Orlando is August 25th – 26th.  It was at last year’s conference she learned about the BOSS books as a result of a session on Micro-Enterprises.  Then she heard Mike Capps speak at the FARF meeting.  He indicated they were unable to publish the book as money wasn’t available from the grant.  They could only provide CD’s.  That’s when Chair Millan requested FCCF to use FCCFlorida dollars to publish 5,000 copies.  It provides an opportunity for Family Care Councils to work with the school systems.  The 2005 Florida ADA conference in Orlando is August 29th – 31st.  The Florida Association of Support Coordinators (FASC) annual meeting in Tampa is Sept. 26th – 28th.  The annual TASH conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin is November 9th – 12th.  Melinda Coulter advised the Florida State Guardianship Association (FSGA) is having their annual conference in Miami on August 4th – 7th.  She would like for all in attendance to promote this conference.  The current president would like to see more family member guardians involved in the organization.  The majority membership consists of professional guardians and they need the perspective of family members.  Bob asked Melinda about fees associated with membership for family members and aren’t they rather expensive.  Melinda advised yes, you become a member in the local chapter and a portion goes to the state organization.  She believes if enough family guardians joined they could advocate for lowering the fees.  Chair Millan told Melinda she was disappointed we were just now hearing about this conference.  FCCs need time to share with their local boards for approval of travel and funding.  Chair Millan advised FCC funding dollars can be used for a chairperson to become a member.   
Chair Millan shared with the group a letter APD asked her to write on behalf of the FCCFlorida in support of the Medicaid Infrastructure grant.  Sheryl asked for an explanation of the grant and how are they going to insure family input.  Chair Millan advised family input is a requirement of the grant.  Sheryl questioned the FCC’s writing letters of support for grants without showing within the proposal how they will insure family involvement throughout the process of spending the grant money.  Chair Millan advised she couldn’t answer Sheryl’s question. In the future she will be sure to ask that follow-up question.  Sheryl mentioned APD applies for many grants which mandate they’re supposed to involve families but sometimes its in a very token way or they say they’ll involve families but don’t say how and then they scramble at the last minute requesting a letter of support from Chair Millan.  That’s not really family involvement because they didn’t involve families in the development of the grant.  If they want family support then families need to be involved in the process which includes allowing enough time to review the materials.  Yolanda provided a perfect example where Children’s First applied for a grant and sent letters to families asking them to attend a workshop requesting their input.  Once they arrived the extent of family involvement was to sign-in.  No input was allowed.  
Chair Millan still does not have an answer pertaining to if districts are now areas.  She hesitates to make any changes to the website, brochures, etc. until she receives confirmation from APD.
II.
BUSINESS
Review of Minutes:

Chair Millan asked for a motion to accept the May 20th minutes.  Bob makes a motion to accept the May 20th minutes as submitted.  Patty seconds the motion.  No discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus.  Chair Millan asked for a motion to accept the May 21st minutes.  Maryellen makes a motion to accept the May 21st minutes as submitted.  Betty Kay seconds the motion.  No discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Chair Millan advised the FCCFlorida year-end expense reports are in each packet of information.  It includes her documentation of expenses and the APD year end report.  Chair Millan reported we stayed within our original budget of $15,000.  The 2005-2006 local FCC $9,500 is scheduled to be put into the individual FCC accounts.  ($500 is automatically deducted for the FCCF as approved many years ago.)  The FCCFlorida will not request an additional $500 per district as we did last year.  Instead, Chair Millan requested each district to look at their local budget and donate money up front to the FCCF for expenses.  FCCF needs a minimum of $15,000 to function as last year and we only have $7,500.   FCCFlorida expenses have increased this fiscal year.  An example is the meeting room at Amerisuites has more than doubled from $250.00 to $525.00 per meeting.  

III.
LEGISLATIVE PLANNING  
Chair Millan introduced and welcomed Representative Susan Goldstein.  She asked Patty to begin by providing Rep. Goldstein with a definition of the Family Care Council Florida.  Chair Millan asked each district FCC representative to introduce themselves and give the age and disability condition of themselves or family individual with DD, which APD program services they receive and why they are involved in the Family Care Council.  
Patty provided information with regards to the relationship between FCCFlorida and APD.  As was heard from those in attendance there are gaps in services, gaps in need and there is a change in population from the past to the type of individuals coming into the system now so the needs will be different.  Patty shared the charge of Family Care Council Florida was to meet and share information with all 15 family care councils.  FCCFlorida provided an opportunity for all councils to come together and over time has resulted in a productive ongoing process.  She explained FCCFlorida is not funded nor mandated anywhere.  Each council has been very good to donate money to the statewide council.  Every other month council representatives get   together and share, strategize and learn what’s happening from the Panhandle to the Keys.

She shared we’re here to be a partner at every juncture and to be there to give input.  We have an issue here because we learn of things after the fact, APD wants our approval then not prior to.  Our members have a wide variety of knowledge and could provide input.  Patty commented that we all understand the legislators are not always that knowledgeable on DD issues.  She shared with Representative Goldstein that FCCFlorida and FCC’s are there at any time to provide information and input.  Representative Goldstein asked for an explanation on FCC funding.  Where does it come from?  Patty explained the process whereby each council receives $10,000 then donates $500 to the FCCFlorida.  Chair Millan provided additional information on how the council evolved, and the various ways the FCCFlorida dollars have been spent especially this past year when each council donated additional dollars.  Representative Goldstein shared the biggest obstacle is the legislators have no idea who the Family Care Councils are.  She knows it’s expensive to travel to Tallahassee but the legislators need to learn who we are and hear our message.  She will have her aide pull up the FCC statute and asks for FCCFlorida by-laws.  She emphasized the councils have her attention.  She shared with those in attendance some information about her daughter, family, business background, fund raising activities for their local autistic organization and how she got involved in politics.  She provided some information about the budget and how Jeb reviews each and every item to make sure it will do what it’s supposed to do.  He has certain criteria he follows.  The current budget is $64 billion and 25% of that goes to Health and Human services.  She explained there is still criticism that it’s not enough but it will never be enough as over 900 people a day are moving to Florida.  There will always be a waiting list for services no matter how much the dollars are increased.  They do have to make sure that the money is used efficiently and that the system works.  

Chair Millan indicated the council has some questions.  Bob began by sharing the councils frustration with learning about the surplus funds within the agency which according to newspaper articles could be anywhere from $30 to $100 million.  He expressed the councils concern for the poor parents who haven’t a clue as to what’s going on from the legislative budget standpoint.  How many people could have been taken off the waiting list with these excess dollars?  The most frustrating thing as family and council members is getting different stories from different people, depending upon who you talk to.  He gave an example.  He is aware the senate has asked for an OPPAGA review of the Maximus contract and the IG report released last year acknowledged problems within APD.  He guessed the one comfort in all of this is the legislature has written into proviso language this fiscal year that any surplus dollars will be used to take people off the wait list.  Representative Goldstein emphasized first and foremost it’s a political issue.  She reminded everyone the Governor has increased the money for developmental disabilities more than any other governor.  On the other hand, as governor he appoints the people and will defend the agency directors/secretaries and he listens to them.  She provided some background information on what takes place within the political process.  She advised that now as a legislator she is being lobbied by everyone, agencies, providers, support coordinators.  She hears the issues from all sides now.  She referenced the article Bob referred to and stated she was livid when reading about the surplus.  She shared with the group a letter she wrote to the speaker and the entire legislative budget committee.  She received a response from Shelly and quoted portions of the response.  She shared her issues with proviso and expressed the bottom line is there has to be a point at which time the legislature knows how much money is coming in, how much is going out and yes they should have the ability to issue the budget amendments.  She suggested they have a backup of funds for meeting the people in crisis, for when there isn’t a surplus detected for whatever reason they need to be able to put it back into the system and not send it back to general revenue budget.  Chair Millan asked what is the gatekeeper.  She stated it’s a way they monitor the billings, they can determine if someone has been overpaid.  Melinda explained that prior to Shelly coming to the agency, there was no control back to the persons’ approved cost plan.  There were no controls with Medicaid for a provider to not bill more that what was approved on a person’s cost plan by service.  Patty gave an example.  There wasn’t a check and balance process in place.  Representative Goldstein emphasized again that she still has a very big problem with the proviso language.  She questions the APD’s explanation that the Legislature failed to put the measures into place.  The legislature failed to put it in place because they were lobbied to put this proviso in to reduce the rates that created the surplus.  If they had known in advance how much the gatekeeper and Maximus were going to bring in, they wouldn’t have had to lower those rates.  She commented how discriminating it is for the agency to focus on 2 services and she personally wants to see that stopped.  She believes in choice for everyone.  She in no way wants to hinder the efforts that have gone on to make sure all individuals have a job when they leave school and the transition services and community based instructions are in place. She’ll do everything she can, from the education appropriation stand point to make sure that there will be more money for community based instruction and more vocational schools available for individuals at earlier ages.  Representative Goldstein advised she is on the following committees:  Future of Florida Families, Choice and Innovation, Education Appropriation and Joint Administrative Procedures.  She expressed her concerns with rate reductions to ADT and Res-hab providers.  She has seen good ADT programs (she gave an example) and bad ones.  They should target the bad ones and work to improve them.  She worked closely with ARC as their development person.  She saw consumers and always noticed their self-esteem and socialization with what they were doing.  They were happy and enjoyed being with their peers.  Chair Millan mentioned the 5 year employment initiative and FCCFlorida’s role by creating the Celebrate Employment booklets but recognizes employment is not a goal for some individuals.  ADT programs provide a choice for those individuals.  Representative Goldstein commented about how individuals with developmental disabilities adjust to a routine, they live their lives based on a day to day routine.  She gave an example of her daughter’s routine.  If the routine is changed in any way, it can create additional problems.  They can’t tolerate change.  It’s incomprehensible to think what happens to an individual who has lived a routine for 25 years and has that routine jerked out from under him.  These people must also be considered.  It was emphasized that each individual should have a choice, not just two services to choose from.  

At this time they took a break for lunch.  During lunch Rob Holl presented a video titled 24/7 the movie, a documentary created by students at the University of Florida.  It compares a day in the life of a family caring for their daughter with significant disabilities who is on the wait list with a family whose adult disabled son who lives at home and receives services on the Home and Community Based waiver.  Everyone in attendance was very impressed with the video.  It was emphasized the need for all state legislators to see this video.  Representative Goldstein requested a copy. 
Legislative Planning Continued:

Representative Goldstein asked Melinda if there was a crisis review team and if all on the panel were APD staff.  Melinda advised yes and the crisis review information is posted on the APD website and in the yellow notebook.  Rep. Goldstein asked if she could receive a list of panel member names and also inquired if there was any representation from AHCA on the panel.  Melinda believed there was 1 or 2 from AHCA.  

Sheryl commented that some families are living in poverty in order to maintain Medicaid, especially young families who have children with medically fragile disabilities.  There are people who need Medicaid waiver, not because they need the waiver services, but they need Medicaid.    She shared examples from Massachusetts which included the way done in Florida being straight income based; another class of individuals can buy into Medicaid by paying a premium based on their child’s medical condition, and another allowing them to become eligible without paying based on medical technology called the Kaley Mulligan program.  If Florida had any ability to get families on Medicaid, the families would not need to stay in poverty, they wouldn’t require other kinds of state services and they wouldn’t necessarily need to access Medicaid waiver services.  Representative Goldstein thinks the Governor had this idea in mind as part of his over haul of the Medicaid system.  She worked very hard to keep the DD population out of that.  She expressed her approval of the pilot programs in Jacksonville and Broward County as a start.  After the trial period in these areas, it will be brought back to the legislators for review which is a good thing.  She shared there just wasn’t enough time in 60 days to over haul Medicaid but it does need to be done.  She wants input from Family Care Councils, if we have knowledge of programs offered in other states that might work here or innovative ideas to make the programs work more efficiently to please share with her.  There are so many ways to implement into the legislative process.  Frank brought up the frustrations the councils have been through with the new approval guidelines for becoming family care council members.  He pointed out how difficult it has been for their council to bring on new members because they don’t want to go through the long drawn out approval process to be governor appointed.  Prior to last year an applicant could be automatically appointed after 45 days, now applicants must get the Governor’s approval.  Representative Goldstein suggested if we could come up with some changes we would like to see in statute, she will try to get some language put in.  She stated she would have to meet with the Governor for his opinion first, otherwise it would just be vetoed.  Chair Millan advised that would be great because this is an entity that works in support of the agency and we want to do that but it’s very hard to find family members that can volunteer the time it takes.  In total we’re talking about 225 people appointed for 15 family care councils.  Rep. Goldstein asked Chair Millan to write up some suggestions with justification and she’ll be happy to look at them and look at the statute.  She shared if there is any expansion that we would like in our budget or organization, now is the time.  She would be happy to put through a budget request for the councils but there is a process that has to be followed which includes getting the cooperation of the agency.  The legislature and Governor both have certain criteria.  She emphasized the importance of the FCC’s function.  Representative Goldstein explained she is on another committee titled the Joint Administrative Procedures committee and its function includes the ability to file an objection if say the council felt it wasn’t able to perform its functions as outlined in the statute.  

Betty Kay shared her concerns both from families in her district and personally with regards to the prescription drug changes and eliminations of certain drugs within the Medicaid program.  Representative Goldstein advised there is an appeals process in place whereby a person can appeal those decisions if you can show good cause and prove that the other medications are not effective. Beverley shared the other issue related to this drug formulary is that there are a number of individuals who have a need for a drug not on the formulary that are being forced with the Medicaid changes to incur co-payments but they’re indigent or have severely limited incomes and they cannot afford the co-payments.  These are typically the older adults with developmental disabilities that don’t have guardians and have to manage what little income they may have and make difficult decisions as to what’s important and what else they can do without.  Medications are a major problem because they are such an important piece of managing lives for the DD population.  Patty provided an example of how she has received medication for her daughter with a doctor’s assistance.  Rep. Goldstein suggested that Family Care Councils might consider developing a process to educate families about documents and/or applications that can help obtain medications that aren’t approved on the list.  
Sheryl wanted to share an innovative idea with regards to personal care assistant (PCA) services.  They’re approved on the waiver with a much higher reimbursement rate than for someone that’s on Medicaid.  The Medicaid reimbursement is about $9.00 an hour.  The problem is that a family is required to go through an agency because of the way it’s legislated. On the waiver it’s not a requirement.  None of the agencies provide any PCA’s because the reimbursement rate is so low they can’t afford to pay the person and personnel costs associated with hiring that person.  One small change being to allow PCA’s to register as an independent Medicaid provider would allow a pool of people to be able to be paid $9.00 an hour.  Everyone that needs home health services has to access through the Medicaid state plan first if they’re eligible.    

Chair Millan asked Representative Goldstein if she had any solutions to bring some stability to the CDC+ program.  She said her daughter just got on the program about 3 months ago.  The major problems have occurred because of the constant change of fiscal agents.  Patty shared her concerns with regards to the agencies attempt to expand CDC+ to anyone on the waivers with all the problems they have incurred with 1,000 consumers.  Representative Goldstein commented on the positives of the program because of its flexibility.  Frank commented the CDC program is fine, it’s how the agency implements it.  Melinda reminded everyone the program is administered through the Dept. of Elder Affairs.
Rob asked about the wait list. He asked Rep. Goldstein if she has any suggestions that might offer some projections for reducing it.  Representative Goldstein emphasized Family Care Councils must get involved with the legislative process.  She offered the following suggestions:

· Meet with your legislators NOW while they’re in the district.  

· Take your family members with you.  

· Let them know what you go through, show pictures

· Invite them to visit your schools, ADT programs, group homes, etc.

· If at all possible go to Tallahassee when they’re in session

· 2 legislators on key committees are Dorothy Hukill and Dean Cannon.  Need to work with them.  They need to hear from all the constituents and the people the FCC’s represent.  Explain there is a need in the state not only to increase funding but to look at the way things are done.

Representative Goldstein stressed the most valuable thing to a legislator is voters.  Numbers are very important.  Tell them how many you represent in their constituency.  Tell them you need their help, DD only gets so much money, we represent (number) of people, families and providers.  The legislators have to hear from us, they make the decisions.  This must be a statewide effort.   
Chair Millan thanked Representative Goldstein for her time and valuable information.  All in attendance applauded.  

IV.
BOSS MANUAL PRESENTATION -   Maryellen Jones, District 9
Maryellen shared that she has been involved with the Boss Manual since attending last year’s Florida ASPE annual meeting.  She provided those in attendance with a copy of her powerpoint presentation.  She shared information pertaining to a survey conducted by Wilson Resources for the FDDC in March of 2002 which focused on the employment needs and goals of individuals with developmental disabilities.  BOSS (Bridging Opportunities to Self-Sufficiency) was designed as a training system to provide persons with developmental disabilities with the option of self-employment, a micro enterprise. She gave a brief summary of the first six chapters of the book.  Also information on income taxes, how to protect your business idea, develop a marketing plan, funding resources and a brief summary of her non-profit organization titled Working Innovations.  The key to the success of micro enterprise is to find something the person enjoys doing.  Build from that.  Maryellen provided a few examples.  Donna asked if the council has established a plan for how we’re to distribute these books.  Chair Millan indicated the school systems need these books.  Maryellen gave everyone a document to be filled out by whomever a book is given to.  She would like to track where they go and track the success or at least who is even thinking of starting a business.  Once it’s learned of a person’s interest, it’s possible to obtain a grant to help them with startup costs.  She asked those who distribute to keep track of how many as she would like to report back at January meeting.  Chair Millan reminded everyone to be sure and insert an FCC brochure in each book.  Maryellen mentioned the possibility of partnering with APD through JB Black and presenting BOSS workshops throughout the state.  Yolanda shared she would like to hold a workshop for individuals in her area that are on the wait list.  Chair Millan thanked Maryellen for her presentation.  

V.        
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
Nominating Committee:

Maryellen substituted for Rhonda who was unable to attend.  Maryellen asked to nominate Bob Wessels for Vice Chairperson.  Chair Millan reminded everyone that Patty agreed to be temporary vice chair until one could be found because the officer position is a conflict of interest with her job.  Patty offers her resignation.  Beverley makes a motion to accept Patty’s resignation.  Sheryl seconds the motion.  Only discussion was to guarantee that Patty will continue to be involved in FCCFlorida.  The motion was approved by consensus.

Yolanda makes a motion to nominate Bob Wessels as vice chairperson of the Family Care Council Florida.  Maryellen seconds the motion.  Discussion followed asking if Bob would be continuing on as Treasurer.  The answer was yes, that he had agreed to do so.  No further discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus.  

Working Group:

Chair Millan advised the working group met on Friday.  She has a powerpoint presentation on working with your legislators that she will send to everyone via E-mail.  This was created by FARF and she has made necessary changes to reflect Family Care Councils.  She will get approval from FARF to use this presentation before forwarding it on.  She advised that she has attended several FARF meetings in the past year and they are VERY interested in having family participation.  
Grant Committee:
Sheryl advised Florida Institute on Community and Disability (FICD) is ready to move forward and apply for grants.  She is asking for member participation which includes attending the Friday meetings and having the time to actively participate.  Sheryl advised that between now and the next meeting she will be looking for grant opportunities to support the following possibilities:

· Support the development of the FCCFlorida website.  

· Institute an 800 information phone line for families statewide which would include

      sending out postcards to all consumers and families announcing the 800 number.
· Create a statewide newsletter. 
· Another function would be if it’s determined the Family Care Councils can use a fiscal intermediary.

She asked if anyone has any ideas for additional functions/needs or grant possibilities to please let her know. 

VI.        OLD BUSINESS     
Chair Millen advised the slate of officers for the 2005/2006 Fiscal year are: Ann Millan, Chairperson, Bob Wessels, Vice Chairperson and Treasurer, and Joy Frazier, Secretary.               

Chair Millen was asked the status on hiring an administrative assistant.  She mentioned a budget can’t be prepared until the FCCFlorida knows how much money will be donated from each district.  A minimum needed for current year expenses is $15,000.  Hiring an administrative assistant would have to come from dollars donated above that amount.  Chair Millen advised if anyone is willing to commit money to the statewide council, she would like to know by the next meeting.  The next meeting will be September 30th and October 1st.  

VII.        NEW BUSINESS
Chair Millen advised the council needs to appoint someone to be our representative at Family CAFÉ.  Sheryl is on the CAFÉ board this year.  Yolanda volunteered to be our representative again this year.  Frank makes a motion to appoint Yolanda as Family CAFÉ representative.  Betty Kay seconds the motion.  No discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus. 
Chair Millan advised John Stone has agreed to be Legislative committee chairperson.  Sheryl makes a motion to appoint John as Legislative committee chairperson.  Yolanda seconds the motion.  No Discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus.  

Yellow Notebook:  Melinda Coulter

Melinda provided those in attendance with a copy of the powerpoint presentation titled Navigating the Developmental Disabilities Program: You’re the Driver which is used at the sessions.  She shared the entire focus of the sessions is to provide information about the notebooks and what they contain, to share materials not to advise.  Each session trainer uses the same material statewide. She stated the updated yellow notebook will be significantly different.  It will include the FDDC handbook titled “Planning Ahead”.  She gave a brief summary of changes to make it more user friendly.  They will be reproducing 35,000 hard copies.  She was asked what are the plans for distribution.  They haven’t determined that yet and asked for suggestions.  She wants written support from Family Care Councils to request that a district representative from APD be present at the sessions in order to answer questions from consumers and families in attendance.  Send her E-mails.  Wynona asked how she can be trained to do a yellow notebook session.  Melinda indicated she has had some mixed feedback on who should be the trainers.  One possibility could be a consumer/family member from that area presenting an inspirational talk to show what can be done and show how the yellow notebook can empower people.  Then have a professional presenter give the presentation and at the end have question/answer session with a district representative.  Bob asked could the professional presenter be the district representative.  Melinda said yes.  Sheryl asked if APD training dollars could be transferred to FICD and have FCC’s do the training.  Melinda advised it would require an RFP and if approved a contract with APD.  Chair Millan authorized a yellow notebook training committee be established to work with Melinda on recommendations.  Committee members are:  Sheryl, chairperson, Beverley, Bob, Wynona and Yolanda.  
Minutes:  
Chair Millan asked for a motion regarding Donna’s transcribing the minutes.  Maryellen makes a motion to approve a purchase order for Donna to transcribe the minutes.  Pete seconds the motion.  No discussion.  The motion was approved by consensus.  

VIII.
    ADJOURNMENT
Chair Millan thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  With no further business to come before the council, she officially adjourned the meeting at 4:05.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

DONNA RAUBER
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