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The mission of the Family Care Council Florida is to advocate, educate, and empower individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, partnering with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities, to bring quality services to individuals for dignity and choice.

I.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:

Chair Millan called the meeting to order and asked for introductions.  She brought with her a copy of the FCC member roster prepared by Donna many months ago.  She has added to the list the names of the official Governor appointments approved a few months ago and the ones approved yesterday.  This is a master list of FCC members and she will present it at Saturday’s meeting requesting that all information be reviewed by each district representative. She reminds everyone to please keep copies of district FCC questionnaires submitted for appointment.  There are still problems within some districts with the accuracy of information coming from Governor’s appt. office.  It was suggested that each district chairperson communicate directly with them.  Chair Millan believes it’s the responsibility of the statewide council to have an accurate master list.  The question was raised about rollover to a second term.  This is no longer policy.  A member must summit a new application to be considered for a second term.  The application approval process by the Governor’s appt. office will take anywhere from 45 to 90 days.  
II.
YEAR-END REPORT
Chair Millan passed around a copy of the year-end report of district FCC accomplishments for those in attendance to review.  She has received very few updates from E-mail sent out several weeks ago.  She is requesting that all information be received no later than July 25th.  The final document will be sent to all the legislators making them aware of FCC involvement in the state.  It’s a very impressive document.  Discussion followed concerning if the cover letter to the legislators should include our concerns which could affect the survival of the Family Care Councils.  One concern is our financial process which hinders the councils from accomplishing their job.  Another concern is the internal issues we’re having to deal with which hinders us from working on our charge which is to assist, review, and advise.  This should be our ultimate goal. Chair Millan asked if the working group felt these barriers should be addressed to the legislators. 

III. 
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
Chair Millan shared tomorrow’s guest will be Representative Susan Goldstein.  A major portion of the meeting will be devoted to her.  Chair Millan mentioned she attended the Florida ARF conference in Daytona last month.  They presented an excellent presentation to their providers on working with the legislators.  Chair Millan has taken their powerpoint presentation and re-vamped it for the benefit of the Family Care Councils.  This is a tool that can be used to work with legislators in each local area.  She showed all in attendance the powerpoint presentation. 
Sheryl asked if FCCFlorida has an accurate number of people on the wait list.  She shared how important it is that we are updated on this number because she is being asked by family and media often and what we report should be an accurate.  Chair Millan advised she would get a figure.  

Sheryl asked about the surplus.  What happens to the surplus?  She was told it goes back to general revenue.  APD has no access to those dollars.  Legislative proviso language didn’t include in the 2004/2005 budget a reference that any unused dollars could be used for persons on the wait list.  All in attendance expressed total frustration that such a thing could happen when there are families in desperate need of services some of whom have been on the wait list for years.  It was suggested that the FCCFlorida write letters to the APD and Governor’s office.  
Chair Millan shared with the working group her ideas for how to coordinate the legislative portion of tomorrow’s meeting with Rep. Goldstein.  It was determined that she probably doesn’t know much about Family Care councils.  Patty will provide educational background on FCC’s.  As a way of allowing Rep. Goldstein an opportunity to get to know the FCC representatives Chair Millan will go around the table asking each to identify our individuals with a developmental disability, his/her age, where they receive their services (med-waiver, FS&L waiver, wait list, etc.) and why are we involved in Family Care Council.  Chair Millan will ask Rep. Goldstein, how she visions the Family Care Councils working with the legislature.  Then Chair Millan will share our frustrations with finances, communication and morale.  Bob shared that since these issues have to do with APD that maybe some background information should be shared.  Chair Millan mentioned how frustrating it is that self-advocate and district 15 chairperson Todd Decker is unable to attend the FCCFlorida meeting because he has yet to be reimbursed for attending last meeting and other conferences.  He needs to be at our meetings.   Joy shared the travel procedures within her district have become much more involved.  Chair Millan advised that she will place time limits on some of the subjects.  We want to get our point across but not go overboard.  Discussion followed with regards to district FCC frustrations with finances and our ability to spend our funding dollars.  Sheryl commented that entirely too much time is being spent each meeting on finances. Bob reminded those in attendance that when he agreed to become FCCFlorida treasurer this coming year, he volunteered to take on the task of trying to resolve these financial issues. Chair Millan provided a skeleton expense report of expenses she was aware of for the FCCFlorida dollars spent.  She said the three categories we defined in our budget appeared to be realistic.  Of the $15,000 budget, $7,500 was spent on travel and $5,000 administrative expenses.  We did not spend the projected money on the web site as planned for various reasons.  Travel was over budget but she felt well spent.  It is important FCCs participate throughout the state in conferences relating to individuals and families.  This is a first step, nothing about me without me.  Discussion followed regarding what other issues to pursue with Rep. Goldstein.  Patty suggested phasing questions as open ended ones.  An example, how does the legislature feel about CDC+ program?  Based on participant discussion, a written procedure for the portion of the meeting devoted to Rep. Goldstein was developed.  It includes Welcome, Relationship with APD, FCCFlorida administrative issues, APD questions, FCC general concerns and Wrap-up.

IV.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Nominating Committee:

Chair Millan is substituting for Maryellen who has not arrived yet.  She reminded everyone that it was mentioned at the last meeting that Patty, due to a conflict of interest, would temporarily take on the Vice Chairperson role with the stipulation that a new vice chair would be found.  Bob Wessels has accepted the nomination as Vice Chairperson.  All in attendance were very pleased with his decision.  Chair Millan is suggesting that Patty be named past Vice Chairperson as there won’t be a past chairperson since Chair Millan is continuing on as chairperson.  This would allow the dept. to pay for her travel to FCCFlorida meetings.  

FICD (Florida Institute on Community and Disability)
Chair Millan advised that Jadene Ransdell has resigned from FICD effective July 31st.  As a result, new officers are needed.  Chair Millan suggested Bob, Sheryl and her discuss this as a committee.  FCCFlorida thoughts for FICD included submitting for grant money to hire a fiscal intermediary and someone to work on the website.  Jadene’s vision was for FICD to develop quality trainings.  FICD and its non-profit status would provide FCC’s with an opportunity to do some things that can not be done currently. 
V.
CONCLUSION:  
Chair Millan summarized tomorrow’s session.  Rep. Goldstein time allocation will be approximately 4 hours.  During lunch, Rob Holl will present his 30 minute video which documents a 24 hour day of a person on the wait list compared to a person receiving services.  
Donna provided some information presented to her by Rosaly Guzman, a D7 FCC member who is also a support coordinator.  She wants to develop a panel session at the Florida Association of Support Coordinators (FASC) annual meeting on September 26th thru 28th whereby FCC representatives will be the panel and the audience is support coordinators.  It’s a way of working towards collaboration between the two organizations.  She asked if those in attendance were interest in pursuing this. Several expressed interest.  Donna will share this with Rosaly.  
Chair Millan shared that she and Patty participated on a conference call with OPPAGA who is investigating the Maximus program.  
VI.
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further discussion, Chair Millan adjourned the meeting at 5:15.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna Rauber

