FAMILY   CARE   COUNCIL

APD AREA 13

December 14, 2009
IN ATTENDANCE:  

MEMBERS:  Isabel S deMartinez, Betty Kay Clements, Phyllis Novak, Norman Price, Eileen Reidy, Caryn Jones, 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Sandy Dayton, Sandy Shorey, Michael Payne, Anna Brynild, Jennifer Knowles, Karen Huscher, Tina Renwick,

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: Stephanie Hopper, 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS ABSENT: Eva Knowles           

APD STAFF: Brenda Stevens, David Johnston

VISITORS: Virginia Taylor, Donald Taylor 
Meeting called to order at l0 AM by Chairperson Isabel.  

MINUTES REVIEW/APPROVAL: Minutes, not available, will be brought to the next meeting for review and approval

BUDGET REPORT/BUDGET REVIEW: Treasurer, Norm Price, reported that budget balances that agreed with State and FCC appeared as $7, 410. 30 Central office report and his records now vary between his at $6, 018 and Tally as $7,502.90.  Questions remain about the lack of July and August figures being reported due to lack of coding to FCC those 2 months.  It is a concern that those figures could appear at some point and create a deficit or lack of funds for FCC projects.  David stated that he does believe this will be resolved eventually and Betty Kay has spoken with Rhonda Stoddard budget office in Tally who says this is being reconciled and should not pose a problem.  This will continue to be monitored.

AREA ADMINISTRATOR REPORT/UPDATE:  David Johnston reported that CDC+ has at least 1800 applications so far Statewide, and they continue to come in.  Individual and family trainings have been scheduled for the Area, December 21, 2009 and in 2010 Jan. 8, Jan.20, Jan. 22 at this point in time.  There may be more scheduled to ensure all get the opportunity.  He stated that though classes are limited, FCC members could sit in at their convenience.  Rhonda Sloan will be leading the first group and Area 13 the following classes.  They will be scheduled from 8am-5pm, with registration 8-8:30am.  It will be comprehensive with an assessment at the end.  He ensured that they will get the help they need from the Area staff. 

David stated that the Rebasing ordered by the Legislature has begun.  It has been anticipated that 70% are requesting reconsideration and/or and appeal hearing.  Appeals follow the same timeline as the Tier appeals; with no changes to cost plan if requested formally within the 10-day timeline.  It is hoped that reconsiderations will take care of most of the issues.  Information on how those individuals that requested hearings for tier placement and were denied a hearing will be resolved forthcoming.

QSI assessments have been completed on individuals that are on the waitlist, with a few that are being sought due to moves etc.

David discussed the positive experience that is occurring with Vocational Rehab, APD, and Education Dept. in each County.  They are having monthly meetings with collaboration, and progress for individuals with Developmental Disabilities.  He also reported that Delmarva has been awarded the QA contract, with a great deal of change from how it has been administered and implemented.  As a result, Person Centered Training will be of significance and trainings will be scheduled and mandatory for WSC and some for providers.  The contract calls for a more client oriented focus at all levels and services.

Discussion of iBudget Florida that is being developed for presentation to the Legislature in February ensued.  David said it is being looked at as an equitable way of funding, that persons with similar needs would have similar money for needed services.  Betty Kay is a member of the Stakeholder group working on the iBudget.  She stated that the 3rd and final meeting will be Jan. 7 and 8, 2010.  She said the group has 3 Family Care Council Florida members co hosting the workgroup with APD; one has a son on the waitlist. Other members are a diverse group of providers, various advocacy groups, members of the Governor’s office and self-advocates.  The algorithm is being worked on by APD staff and a PHD from a Florida University.  Norm asked where numbers are coming from.  Betty Kay said they are using the cost plans prior to the Tiers implementation.  QSI will be only one of several variables, like age, residence.  Also she stressed that the iBudget is determined first, assigned and then plan developed.  Norm said that it is his understanding that providers believe it will mean cuts.  So far Betty Kay has seen positive responses from providers in the group, but there are concerns.  The Agency stresses that it is not designed for the purpose of cuts, but not everyone will get everything they may want.  Some concerns that actual costs are not being used for individual, in the algorithm, but data does not exist and time will not permit individual assessment before presentation to legislature is due.   Members discussed various issues that they would think could occur. Isabel said it may be that those in Tier 4 may actually get an increase. Various issues regarding flexibility of services that may be allowed between services, also discussed.

David continued and discussed the APD Connects Data Base being developed in Central office, a demo was planned, is delayed but expected soon.  It will provide a full record at the Central Office that can be accessed eventually by individuals and families.  At this time the individual’s record is in the possession of the WSC and if needed by Tally, they need to retrieve it from the WSC.  Betty Kay reported that FCCF has seen samples of an overview and FCCF really wants to see this go forward.  It will be important to the iBudget tracking that individuals and families will need to do if they are approved.

David wants to schedule another quarterly Forum emphasizing the Waitlist.  He would like ideas.  He is looking at end of January, first of February as a possibility.  Possible location on the West side of Marion County that could include Citrus.  Discussion of time for meeting ensured.  Saturday s or evenings discussed.  Stephanie offered that when they have scheduled programs in the evening they are not well attended.  FCC members said they would like to have forum similar to Hernando in conjunction with APD waitlist meeting.  David said they would handle the mail out for Waitlist.  Eileen suggested working with Aaron again, and Stephanie suggested Marion Voc. Rehab. for forum.  Betty Kay said she will work with Aaron.  February 20 and 22 has events scheduled that could create a conflict, so will try to avoid those dates.  Various areas discussed and will be contacted for availability, and viewing to ensure it will meet the needs.  Will try for a February Saturday date.  Advertising, email invitations will be used.

CAMP CHALLENGE, EASTER SEALS, SORRENTO, James Bryant, Director of Camping and Recreation spoke to members about the programs available at Camp Challenge.  

Founded in 1961, Camp Challenge is Florida’s only Easter Seals Camp and is designed especially for children and adults with cognitive or physical disabilities.

Camp Challenge now has 10 fully air conditioned/heated cabins, ADL building, health and wellness center, dining hall with a capacity of 150 at a meal, arts and crafts building, maintenance workshop, nature building, archery and rifle range, swimming pool, universal ropes course, and a one-half mile paved nature trail. They serve campers from age 6-106, have 63 beautiful acres and have staff that are qualified to work with individuals with disabilities. There is a 3:1 staff ratio.  They have a medical staff, RN and LPN and also a behavior analyst.  

The nurses do administer medications. There is an EMS 2 minutes down the road, and a couple of Drs. In the area.  The camp does not transport, but call 911. They do Respite 1 week/month.  They do have a fee schedule, some grants for ages 6-18 in Lake County, and some other scholarships to off set costs.  Groups that will subsidize are AMVETS, VFW, private donors, and various grants.  A week of respite is $500.00, 6 days are $900, and a 12-day session is $1800.  He stressed what a positive experience that campers express they have.  Contact James for more information.  Contact information for Camp Challenge is Camp Challenge 31600 Camp Challenge Road Sorrento, Fl. 32776-9729, 

via email: jbryant@fl.easterseals.com or camp@fl.easterseals.com
via phone: (352) 383-4711, via fax: (352) 383-0744 or via your local Easter Seals Office
VISITOR/MEMBERS INPUT:  Discussion of importance of legislative visits and members plan to pursue and they were encouraged to keep abreast of information on the FCCF website www.FCCFlorida.org and share with individuals and families.  Some discussion about Medicare, SSI, SSDI and need to go to experts for advice, as circumstances vary and change.  Medicaid eligibility is necessary for the Med Waiver and how inheritance etc. can affect that discussed, along with special trusts.  These are items slated for each Forum due to their significance. 

Virginia and Donald Taylor visiting the FCC meeting for a second time, stated that information they rec’d at a FCC Forum assisted them and they are interested in becoming FCC members.  They were advised that only one may apply for a Gubernatorial appointment and application information will be sent to them prior to the next FCC meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT:  No further business, meeting was adjourned at 11: 45 am. Next meeting scheduled for January 11, 2010 at the APD office from 10:00 am–12:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Kay Clements

Area 13 FCC Secretary

